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Ministry Contacts
Ministry Leaders
Scott & Dionne Davis
scott.davis@gbcoc.net
dionne.davis@gbcoc.net
Singles Ministry
Scott Davis
scott.davis@gbcoc.net
Sherie Gayle
sherie.gayle@gbcoc.net
Campus Ministry
Stephen & Hannah Oguagha
stephen.oguagha@gbcoc.net
hannah.sassone@gbcoc.net

A Return to Africa

Youth & Family Ministry
Phat & Fayanne Vuong
phat.vuong@gbcoc.net

Having left the Johannesburg Central Region at the age of 14,
now at 24, Stephen Oguagha returned home, not only as a
disciple but a minister too.

Children's Ministry
Cleveland & Shannon Wills
nextmjsdad@yahoo.com

When Stephen stepped onto the stage on Sunday to deliver a
sermon to the people who used to teach him, the room flared
with emotions. A celebratory song erupted, the congregation
danced, and half the room was in tears at his sight. Even though
his trip was short, his presence brought hope and joy to the
central region, where his parents, Evangelists Neychi and Daisy
Oguagha used to lead. His family left for Brooklyn in 2005 when
Stephen was 14 years old. Stephen had been part of the region for
as long as he could remember.

Chemical Recovery
Dink Dukes
dinkdukes@yahoo.com

He returned to Johannesburg with his wife Hannah and a baby on
the way. Mpho Masumo who was teaching the pre-teens before
the Oguagha family left the region said: “It was so inspiring to see
him so firm in the word, passionate about God, because what we
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see around is that kids don’t want to become disciples, almost as
if they come to church because they are forced to. So just seeing
him so convicted made me wonder where he gets it from and
what could I do to help my child to be as convicted as he is,
because that is my dream for my pre-teen son to be independent
in his walk with God and being passionate about working for
God.”
Mpho added that: “it was so inspiring to see someone that you
last saw as a teen being a minister and not being ashamed of it”.

Upcoming Events
Here are some upcoming events
and dates to keep in mind.
• September 30th, Last day for

Missions 2015
• September 30th, Midweek in

small groups
• October 4th, Ezaro & Guy

Wedding
• October 4th, Teen Kings

Dominion Service
• October 25th, Worship

Concert
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All services are held at the
Chesapeake Arts Center unless
otherwise noted.
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Stephen says he has always felt compelled to come back to
Johannesburg. “This has always been where I understood my
childhood to be, so the desire to return was immediate. What
developed as future drive to come back however – which grew
over the last 5 years – was desperately wanting to give back to the
church here anyway I could. I felt very much indebted for how
much had been done for my family here and how much love had
been shown, giving back became very important to me. I also
wanted my wife to see what and who molded me years back,” he
says.
When asked how it felt teaching people who used to teach him
he said it was “surreal”. “This trip has had a built in humility chip
because I owe so much to what was done for me here. Seeing old
preteen workers and people who had an amazing impact in my
life was by far the most rewarding aspect of the trip. It didn't
even feel like teaching to be honest, more like talking with
family,” he adds.
One of the people he inspired during his visit was Phumzile
Tshabalala who was in the same pre-teens and teens class with
him. She said his message encouraged her to go after God and
discipleship. “I cried all through the sermon. I was awed. I had
needed a push, encouragement, a sign, anything to validate my
decision to be a disciple. Today, finally I understand that I've put
options and conditions around what God wants for me,” she said.
Phumzile made Jesus Lord of her life and was baptized the same
day that Stephen and Hannah were leaving for America.
By Percy Matshoba (borrowed from www.icochotnews)
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